
Python Programming Class 
Wednesday, June 29, 2016 

Getting Signed Up on Coursera 
1. Go to www.coursera.org and click the “Sign Up” button. 

 

2. Enter your name, email address, and a password.  Make sure that you save a copy of your 
password where you can find it since you will need this password each time you sign in.  If you 
are using a public computer such as a computer at a public library and the computer offers to 
save your password for you, tell it “No.” 

 

http://www.coursera.org/


3. In the input box labeled “Catalog,” enter “Python” and press the Enter key. 

 
4. In the list of courses and specializations that comes up, click on the entry titled “Programming 

for Everybody (Getting Started with Python).”  Do not click on the entry titled “Python for 
Everybody 5-course Specialization.”  The specialization option is not free. 
 

 
5. Click on the button that says “Enroll now.” 

 
6. Select the option that says “Full Course, No Certificate” and click Continue.  By choosing this 

option, you can take the course for free.  If you decide that you want a certificate at a later date, 
you will still have an option to change your mind and pay at that time.  Once you choose to pay 
for one course in a specialization, you will have to pay for each additional course in that 



specialization in order to take that course.

 
7. Click “Start Learning.”  If you web browser hangs, refresh the screen. 

 

Starting the First Online Course 
The online class sessions begin roughly once a month.  The session that we will be participating in does 
not start until July 4th, but it is possible to start earlier by using the “Preview Course” option on the left 
side of the page. 



1. Click “Preview Course.” 

 
2. Click “Start Lesson.” 

 
3. A list of reading assignments and videos will appear on the left side of the screen. 

 
4. Review all of the reading assignments and videos for the first week.  Make sure to click the 

“Mark as completed” button for each of the reading assignments as you finish them so that the 



web site will give you credit for having completed them. 

 
5. To watch a video, click on it in the left hand column. 

 
6. Hovering over the lower part of a video will bring up video playback controls.  The video can be 

advanced forward or rewound back by dragging the dot shown circled in blue below.  The speed 
of the video can be adjusted by clicking on the gear icon shown circled in yellow below. 

 



7. As you complete each part of the course, the corresponding entry in the left hand column will 
turn green. 

 

Getting the Book 
In addition to reading the online material and watching the videos, you will also need to read the 
corresponding chapter in the book.  The book is available in several formats.  All versions of the book are 
free except for the paperback version.  Links to the various formats of the book can be found by clicking 
on the “Textbook: Python for Informatics: Exploring Information” link on the left side of the screen. 

 

If you use the Kindle version of the book, beware that if a line of code in the book is too long to display 
on one line in the Kindle, the Kindle may inserts a hyphen at the end of the line.  This will often cause 
programs that have been copied from a Kindle to not work correctly since the Python interpreter will 
not be expecting the extra hyphen.  
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